






On behalf of the Dubai Exiles RFC and the Dubai Hurricanes RFC, we would like 
to welcome you all to the HSBC Mini and Youth Rugby Festival 2024.  We are 
delighted to welcome HSBC Bank Middle East Ltd as the platinum sponsor for this 
event and we remain deeply appreciative of their continued support.  This is the 
14th year that HSBC Bank Middle East have been the title sponsor of the event 
and it is a continuing demonstration of their support for grassroots rugby in the 
UAE and the wider GCC region.

It is great to see so many familiar teams returning for the tournament but we 
would also like to welcome all the new teams, new players, coaches, parent 
volunteers, supporters, friends, and the wider rugby family who are all attending 
this weekend’s Rugby Festival. We sincerely hope you have a truly enjoyable and 
memorable weekend of rugby.

It is a fantastic achievement to have over 250 teams entered and almost 
3,500 M&Y players expected to take to the field over the weekend, making this 
one of the largest rugby M&Y rugby festivals globally. We are very proud to be 
partnered with HSBC Middle East for the event and wish all competing teams the 
very best of luck.

Whilst we rely on the generosity
and financial support of our sponsors,
we also depend on the generous and
continued support of the many
volunteers who give up their valuable
time to make the event a success.

A Welcome Message from the 
Tournament Directors



Without these volunteers we would not be able to host the event like we do and 
a huge thank you is due to all the team managers, first aiders, coaches, pitch 
managers and pitch marshals.
  
We trust the players, coaches, parents, and spectators to ensure both the laws 
and the core values of World Rugby - Discipline, Respect, Integrity, Passion and 
Solidarity are respected throughout the tournament, especially with regards 
to decisions made by referees who are all volunteers.  This tournament would 
not be possible without these individuals who have given up their spare time 
to ensure all games are played within the values of the sport and safely. A final 
thank you must go to the HSBC Tournament committee for their hard work 
organising this event and the Sevens stadium team for all the work that goes on 
in the background.

Please take the time to express your appreciation to all those volunteers who 
have given up their time to ensure all the players and their families enjoy the 
rugby experience and camaraderie of the 2024 HSBC Rugby Festival.
Good luck to those that are taking part.

Yours Sincerely,

The Tournament Directors

David Tidman – Dubai Exiles RFC
Ross Clow – Dubai Hurricanes RFC



Fixtures
& Results

https://www.rugby-festival-dubai.com/fixtures-results/




Respect the REF

The #RespectTheREF initiative was 
launched at last year’s HSBC Mini & 

Youth Rugby Festival jointly between 
Dubai Exiles RFC Chairman, Rob Riding 

and, then, Dubai Hurricanes RFC 
Chairman, Peter Clapp. 

As with any rugby festival, it cannot 
take place without the generosity 

of the many volunteer referees, 
team managers, first aiders, pitch 

marshals, coaches, and banner 
hangers who give up their free 

time to help organise and 
deliver a weekend of rugby for 

everybody to enjoy.

This year there are twenty-
four UAERF referees who 

have  unselfishly given up 
their Saturday and Sunday 

so that almost 3,500 
children, boys and girls, 

can enjoy playing rugby at 
The Sevens Stadium this 

weekend.

Please hold to the great rugby 
tradition of respecting the referees 

and each other at all times.

 



https://www.business.hsbc.ae/en-gb/insights/support/hsbc-supporting-future-careers-through-rugby


Girls Rugby

This is the 14th year that Girls will play rugby in Dubai at the HSBC Mini & Youth 
Rugby Festival. The 2024 festival will benefit from the addition of a Girls Under 
16 contact rugby tournament which will be played on the Sunday alongside U12 
(TAG), Under 14 (TAG) and Under 18 (CONTACT).

Girls’ Rugby
Fixtures & Results

https://www.business.hsbc.ae/en-gb/insights/support/hsbc-supporting-future-careers-through-rugby
https://www.rugby-festival-dubai.com/girls-fixtures/


Over 250 teams and almost 3,500 players will take part at the HSBC Mini & 
Youth Rugby Festival this weekend. There will be no respite for the pitches at 
The Sevens Stadium as they accommodate hundreds of mini and youth rugby 
matches over the two days.

Even though it’s January, it’s still Dubai. It will be essential for you to bring water-
bottles and plenty of water with you to the festival. Water will be supplied on-
pitch for players from water dispensers.

For 2024 the HSBC Mini & Youth Rugby Tournament has partnered with healthy 
hydration specialists iPRO. iPRO will be on hand all weekend at the festival’s Relax 
& Hydrate tent located between the Players’ Club (main building) and Pitch 6.

Stay Hydrated!

https://www.iPROHydrate.com
https://www.iPROHydrate.com




Nolli Waterman
HSBC Global Ambassador

Nolli Waterman is a World Cup 
winner, multiple Grand Slam 
champion, Team GB Olympian in 
2016 for the Rio Olympics and was 
named fullback of the decade in 
2020 by World Rugby.

Nolli has had an incredible rugby 
career. After becoming the youngest 
player to ever be capped by her 
country at just 18 years old Nolli 
went on to win 82 caps for England, 
scoring an astonishing 47 tries. She 
also counts seven Grand Slams in 
the Six Nations and four Rugby World 
Cups to her never ending string of 
accomplishments. Alongside the 15 
aside format Nolli had a successful 
international 7s career, representing 
Great Britain at the 2016 Olympics at 
Rugby Sevens where they finished in 
4th place.

Since retiring Nolli has forged herself 
a career in the media and corporate 
world, becoming one of the most 
recognisable and sought-after 
female pundits within the rugby 
world as well as host, motivational 
speaker, brand ambassador
and consultant.





https://www.hsbc.ae/current-accounts/campaigns/offers/
https://www.hsbc.ae/content/dam/hsbc/ae/docs/en/offers/new-to-bank-and-customer-relationship-offer-terms-and-conditions.pdf


This is Max.

Max clearly had a great time at 
last year’s HSBC Mini & Youth 
Rugby Festival - we hope you have 
a great time at this year’s Festival!

#BeLikeMax




